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Vision for the Future  
 
The landscape of mental health care is constantly changing, and educational programs are charged with 
remaining current with the practice world.  
 

I. As we consider the ever-increasing complexity in mental health, with the awareness that 
baccalaureate preparation is now considered optimal as entry to practice, and with the 
declining enrolment into the BSPN degree completion pathway—a possible next step will be 
to phase out the BSPN Degree Completion pathway and develop a Post Degree Diploma 
(PDD) for RPNs that will offer advanced practice courses in mental health. The DOPN is well 
positioned to develop an advanced level PDD as we have over the years developed courses 
for the BSPN Degree Completion pathway that are amenable to being revised and delivered 
as advanced practice courses. Some examples of these courses are:  

 

 PNUR 4574 Emergency Mental Health Nursing  

 PNUR 4576 Trauma Informed Practices  

 PNUR 3171 Family Health Promotion  

 PNUR 4710 Therapeutic Modalities  

 PNUR 3700 Professional Psychiatric Nursing Concepts  

 PNUR 4573 Psychiatric Nursing of Children and Adolescents  

 PNUR 4503 Comprehensive Geriatric Theory and Assessment  

 PNUR 4585 Psychiatric Nursing in Addictions and Mental Health  
 
For curriculum guidelines for these courses please click on the following link:  
https://www.douglascollege.ca/programs-courses/catalogue/courses/PNUR  

 
 

II. It is also critical to continue to advocate for the credibility of the BSPN degree as preparation 

for graduate studies so that the numbers of master’s prepared RPNs will increase. 
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